Questionnaire

for the feasibility of a

 National Federation of Coppice workers  

The idea for the formation of a National Federation was first suggested at the CANW conference in 2007 and was initially intended to promote the profile of coppice workers and to raise and maintain standards.

The following questionnaire is intended to collate ideas and opinion to inform the debate and discussion to be held at the next  21st Century Coppice Conference ‘The first cut.’ 

The conference will be hosted by Coppice Association North West and will be held on  October 15th – 16th 2009.

1. Where should a federation place its emphasis and priorities?                        Score 1- 4  in order of importance 1 is most important) 

Coppice management  





(     )





Coppice Products






(     )

Greenwood craft                                                           

 (     )

Wildlife Conservation management                               
 (     )

2.What would most help promote the coppice sector in your area?      

(Score 1- 3  in order of importance 1 is most important)
Raising awareness for value of coppice woods   

(     )

Expanding the demand for coppice material                

 (     )

Increasing and improving the coppice resource.          

 (     )

3. What do you consider to be the main function of a coppice federation?       (Score 1- 5 in order of importance 1 is most important)

Raise the status of coppice workers within society

(     )

Set, raise and maintain standards           

                      (     )

Promote the value of coppice woods 



(     ) 

Promote coppice products 





(     )

Promote Greenwood craft 





(     )

Promote bio- diversity





(     )

4. How would you expect to benefit from affiliating with a Coppice federation?                                      (score 1- 7 in order of importance  1 as most important)
   Recognition for achieving  a standard of work and/or  experience

(    )

   Ability to secure work contracts
and grants




(    )

   Ability to train others to a recognised standard 



(    )

   Benefit from national joint initiatives (insurance, campaigns  etc)
           (    )

   A forum to network with other coppice workers 



(    )


   Receive information and technical support




(    )

   A structure to achieve personal progress                         


(    )

5. How could standards be set and maintained? 

(score 1- 4 in order of importance 1 as most important)

Develop different levels of accredited training  




(   )

Peer group review 








(   )

Customer review 








(   )

Number of years experience 






(   )

6. Representation. How can the needs of coppice workers be heard and represented? (Score 1-3  in order of importance  1 is most important )
Local group representation 




(   )

Individual representation 





(   ) 

Nominated representation 
from each area 


(   ) 

7. What membership structure should there be?                                                             (Score  1 – 4 in order of importance  1 is most important ) 


Open membership category for all 




(   )   
Member, Professional, Affiliated org 




(   )

Member, Professional, Accredited member, Affiliated org. 

(   )

Individual, Local group membership 




(   )

8. How much would you be willing to pay for annual membership  Score in order of importance  (1 is most important )  

Examples of similar organisations  
Dry stone walling Association  Open £24  Professional  £60, Corporate  £80 



National Hedge laying society









Member £15.00 Senior Member (Over 60) £10.00 Professional member £30.00   

£10 - £20 


(   )

£20 - £30                            (   )

£30 - £40                            (   ) 

£40 - £50  


(   ) 

£50 - £60                            (   ) 
             

In which region are you based ? ( please tick one) 

South West





(   )

South East 





(   )

Central





(   )

Northwest 





(   )

North East 





(   )

Wales 





(   )

Scotland





(   )

What proportion of your income is derived from coppice/ greenwood craft business  

(please tick one )

All






(   )

Over 50%





(   )

Under 50%





(   )

None 






(   )

What proportion of your time is spent on coppice / greenwood craft business 

(please tick one)

All






(   )

Over 50%





(   )

Under 50%





(   )

None 






(   )

Please return by October 9th 2009 to Richard Thomason, Greenwood Centre, Station Road, Coalbrookdale, Telford. TF8 7DR.

You can download the questionnaire from www.coppice-products.co.uk and return to groundsforconservation@hotmail.com
Thank you 

