National Faggot Competition
Treswell Woods. Nottinghamshire

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust, supported by the Forestry
Commission hosted the Third Faggot Festival in the beautiful
ancient woodland of Treswell wood. Rob Atkinson reserves
manager reports on the day :

Jim Newbold, a local potter with a successful business
specialising in medieval reproductions has, in an attempt to
make his pots using authentic techniques, built a kiln which is
fired using faggots. This year Jim made three beautiful pots as
prizes in the competition . Expert Alan Waters travelled up
from Sussex for the weekend to provide tuition to the
volunteers on the day. Alan has been involved in the
restoration of many coppice woodlands and has a great deal of
experience with faggot binding and he quickly startled all
present when he demonstrated the bundling of a faggot in a
matter of a few seconds. It appeared the rest of us would only
be playing for second place with Alan in the competition.
However Alan kindly spent a great deal of his time helping
others and providing general advice on woodlands.

A wood fired clay bread oven using faggots on the day kept
the hardy volunteers energy levels up with a constant supply of
freshly baked pizza. Steve Spurden proved to be this year’s
winner having spent the day working without a break he really
earned his victory and looked overjoyed when presented with
the cup.
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Alan Waters, hustler from the south, sharing his experience

New Book

Coppicing and Coppice Crafts:
A Comprehensive Guide
By Rebecca Oaks and Edward Mills

‘beautifully illustrated with over 220
colour photos and diagrams, provides you
with everything you need to know about
how to manage a coppice successfully and
how to produce a wide range of woodland
products.’

COPPICING
& COPPICE CRAFTS
v A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE &

Febsevos Oulis and Edwunl Mills
Soseseord by Frefimeos Uliver Sackhaee

Dispatched from and sold by
Amazon.co.uk
RRP £19.95

£16-98

Heritage Crafts Association ’s Conference
Saturday March 19th 2011. V&A Museum London

Cost £25 - HCA Friends £30 - non HCA Friends
Speakers include :

Keynote speech ‘Craft Matters’, Professor Tanya Harrod
author of The Crafts in Britain in the 20th Century,

Life and craft on a Victorian and Edwardian Farm

Alex Langlands

Chair maker—Stewart Linford

Boat Builder—Gail McGarva

Further information : www.heritagecrafts.org.uk

Coppice Cuts is brought to you by
Small Woods. If you have articles or
information of interest to the wider
coppice sector please contact :

Richard Thomason by

e-mail.
groundsforconservation@hotmail.com

Supported by:
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For suppliers and users of coppice materials

Steering group formed to create

National Coppice Group.

25 representatives from coppice groups and regions around
the country gathered at the Green Wood Centre in November
2010 to discus the formation of a National Coppice group.

A steering group was formed to undertake the necessary work
needed to form a National group and John Sinclair from the
Surrey and Sussex Coppice group was elected chair until the
National group is formally constituted.

The decision to form a national group was taken after debates
and discussions over many years and at two National Coppice
Conferences, the first in Cumbria in October 2009, organised
by the Coppice Association North West and more recently in
the South East in October 2010. Both conferences were very
well received by delegates and a tribute to the coppice
workers and associates who organised them voluntarily.

There are strong views both for and against forming a
National Association and which aims and objectives the group
should prioritise. Coppice representatives agreed at the
November meeting that a National Group should not conflict

with the work already successfully undertaken by local groups.

Professor Ted Collins
Keynote speaker at the
CANW conference and
whose report

Crafts in the English
Countryside: Towards a
Future

suggested the

. formation of a National
. Coppice Association

www. coppice-products.co.uk

The Coppice products web site continues to promote the
craft and services of coppice craft workers. The web site is
being reviewed and updated to ensure information is correct
and relevant.

Suggestions on how the web site could be improved are been
requested and any changes to existing listed information
should be sent to:

e-mail: groundsforconservation@hotmail.com.

REACH is a European Union regulation concerning
the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation &
restriction of CHemicals. It came into force on the
1st of June 2007 and replaces a number of
European Directives and Regulations with a single
system.

REACH legislation-Chris Westcott Chair
of the Hampshire Coppice Craftsmen's
group explains

REACH legislation - has been introduced
to prevent ‘novel’ chemicals from being
introduced without proper testing. As
some of these substances are carbon,
charcoal has been included in this
legislation. The result of this is that all
charcoal burners, suppliers or importers
dealing in more than 1 tonne a year are
required to pre-register with the Health
and Safety Executive (HSE). If you produce
more than 1 tonne you are in breach of
the regulation, and must register with
them immediately.

Pre-registration is free, registration costs
about 160 euros. A dossier on the
material has to be produced, but the
production of this should not fall on any
artisan charcoal producer as far as can be
seen. There are moves to get bulk
charcoal, and in particular artisan
produced charcoal exempted, we are
being supported in this by the Royal
Society of Chemistry (RSC) and the Welsh
Wildlife Trust. If you produce more than 1
tonne of charcoal per year, you must
contact HSE. If you produce less than 1
tonne, you must pre-register within 6
months of producing 1 tonne for the first
time. Alternatively, keep below the 1
tonne a year.



http://www.craftsintheenglishcountryside.org.uk/pdfs/Introduction.pdf
http://www.craftsintheenglishcountryside.org.uk/pdfs/Introduction.pdf
http://www.craftsintheenglishcountryside.org.uk/pdfs/Introduction.pdf
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Rebecca%20Oaks
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_2?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Edward%20Mills
http://traditionalcraftsblog.blogspot.com/2010/01/meeting-tanya-harrod_11.html

Arraining

Getting British Business Online

Coppice Cuts

National Beanpole
Week 2011.

April 23rd- May 2nd

Coppice workers and groups wanting to take
part in this year’s campaign should contact
Richard Thomason email:
groundsforconservation@hotmail.com

All events will be promoted on the Beanpole
web site and/or as local suppliers.

Leaflets, flyers and press releases will be

The Real apprentice . |
The Artful Bodger completes his }ivallable for all those taking part.
apprenticeship f

Getting British Business Online is a joint initiative from Google,
Enterprise UK, BT, e-skills UK and many other partners to help
small businesses create their first website and understand the
opportunities offered by the Internet. They have helped
100,000 UK organisations get their first website easily and for
free in 2010, and plan on helping just as many in 2011.

http://www.gbbo.co.uk/partners/

Pete Murray has recently completed his 3 year National
Coppice Apprenticeship. Pete has been an apprentice to
Darren Hammerton based in Hampshire and has learnt a wide
range of skills during this time from coppice management,
timber framing and his beloved chair making.

Fran Fowkes apprentice manager says ‘Pete has been a model
apprentice, | am really pleased he has achieved what he set
out to do and we all wish him well for the future.

As part of his final assessment Pete had to undertake a
presentation of his final year, displaying examples of his work
and describing his business plan for the future. The
presentation held at the Sustainability Centre revealed a new
skill Pete seems to have mastered for public speaking.

Pete is already well on the way for setting up a new Coppice
business in Herefordshire where he will be concentrating on
training and making and selling coppice and green wood
products.

Toby Buckland BBC TV Garden presenter
supporting last years campaign.

Bundling beanpoles - tips from
the past

........ put straight ones in the middle. Put
twenty in a bundle and then you see any that
were a little bit bent we put them on the
outside. Now, the great thing was you had to
put the bottom wire no more than six inches
from the butt. If you put it further up the
butts would kick out. We’d get it in a loop,
and get the instep of your boot and crush it
. 3 § tight. ......... They were tight as drums and
| 4 = the beansticks were all straight, looked all

: = - straight you see. ........ You must have that
one near the bottom. You see those crooked
ones couldn't push through because them
straight ones stopped them’Extract from
‘Worcestershire Woodin’ available from the
Small Woods Association @£12 each
including p&p.

Pete getting ready for business

3 new apprentices, Rosanna Rendell, Jacob Lambert and
Patrick Brown, will be starting their National Coppice
Apprenticeship in January 2011.

I’'ll have the venison
please

Venison goulash

Ingredients

900 g venison shoulder

2 tbsp vegetable oil

3 medium onions, peeled and sliced
2 clove garlic, chopped

2 tbsp plain flour

2 tbsp sweet paprika

6 juniper berries, crushed

2 tsp dried thyme

1 pinch black pepper

400 ml passata

200 ml beef stock

600 g potatoes, peeled and cut into
large chunks

Method

Preheat the oven to 160C/gas 3.

Trim up the venison and cut into large
chunks.

Heat the oil in a large casserole and
brown the meat all over.

Remove the meat to a plate and add
the onion and garlic to the casserole.
Cook over a medium heat for about
15 minutes until the onion is just
tinged with brown.

Mix the paprika with the flour, thyme
and juniper berries.

Tip the meat and any juices back into
the casserole, add the flour and pa-
prika mixture, stir well and cook for a
couple of minutes.

Pour in the passata and beef stock,
season well, stir and bring to the boil.
Turn down the heat, cover with a lid
and bake in the oven for about two
hours. 20 minutes before it is ready,
add the potatoes, replace the lid and
cook for 20 minutes.

Serve drizzled with soured cream and
sprinkled with chopped parsley.

Source: Good Food Channel

We are sorry to announce

the death of Alan Shepley MBE.
Alan was secretary of the Coppice
Association North West over many
years and was responsible for
enabling and supporting many new
initiatives in the North West.

Alan was instrumental in organising
two very successful National Coppice
conferences.

Coppice groups Coppice Cuts

Coppice Group secures new
woodland

The Bill Hogarth MBE Memorial Apprenticeship Trust in partnership
with the Coppice Association North West have secured a lease
agreement with The Woodland Trust to manage Moss and Heights
Spring Wood (we don’t go in for short titles round here) for a pepper
corn rent for a twenty five year term.

Rebecca Oakes explains - M & HS is a woodland very dear to our
hearts as it is here that some of us first went on coppicing courses
with Bill Hogarth back in the early nineties and Bill managed this
wood up until his death in 1999. Since then the contract for the
coppicing has been held by Brian and Louise Crawley who extracted
the timber with their snigging pony and made charcoal on site,
followed by their one time apprentice Vince Adamson who worked
the wood for a couple of seasons.

Situated in the heart of the Rusland valley near the village of Bouth,
the wood will make a fabulous focus for small scale training in
coppicing and local events. The wood has a long history of public
access and working with the local community will also be an
important theme. Our first task is to draw up a management plan
which will take all these elements into consideration.

It is hoped by both organisations that this site can become a centre
of excellence for coppice management.

Toothwort- Lathraea squamaria was recorded in April/ May
in two woods within the National Coppice Restoration project
following annual monitoring and condition assessment.

The plant is parasitic feeding on hazel roots and has no need
for chlorophyll. Little is known about the favourable conditions
required to support the plant but is often seen in damp areas
within hazel coppiced woods. Sometimes referred to as the
Corpse flower because of the superstition of growing from
buried dead bodies.
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http://www.gbbo.co.uk/partners/
http://uktv.co.uk/food/ingredient/aID/508333
http://uktv.co.uk/food/ingredient/aID/506640
http://uktv.co.uk/food/ingredient/aID/508482
http://uktv.co.uk/food/ingredient/aID/507317
http://uktv.co.uk/food/ingredient/aID/510568
http://uktv.co.uk/food/ingredient/aID/508879

